THE AMERICAN NOVEL

groundworK of this narrative is more richly woven than that
of The Scarlef Lctfer, more full of details which Hawthorne
had personally observed, but in picture and atmosphere it is
no less finely unified.

The characters and action suffer a little from the perfection
of the background* At certain moments they fade into it and
grow indistinct, like men speaking out of dark corners in
muted voices. When Ilepxihah ventures so far from the
recesses of the Pynchcon pride as to begin keeping her poor
little shop, the light strikes her and she heroines pathetically
real, and again when she puts forth her timid efforts to cheer
her brother; but most of the time she is half hidden against
the background. So with Clifford, who actually first appears in
a darkened room which he has not been seen to enter and
who continues to inhabit shadows, It is because of the par-
ticularly withered look of these older Pyneheous and of the
house which becomes them that Phoube shines, rather than
because of any superlative vitality in herself, Internally the
most natural of Hawthorne's women, she proves upon anal-
ysis to be scarcely more than a pleasant young girl deliberately
introduced for the sake of contrast. The same purpose ac-
counts for the daguerreotypfct Holgravc, who in a rented
gable of the old mansion nurses opinions which challenge the
authority of the past here lying so heavily upon the present*
What Phoebe personifies llolgravc argues: the need and right
of living beings to throw off the burdens they inherit; but
Phoebe has only the instincts of youth and Holgravc argues
without activity. Their marriage at the end, while promising
a renewal of energy for two decaying stocks, docs not contra-
dict the moral which Hawthorne had in mind; "the truth,
namely, that the wrong-doing of one generation lives into the
successive ones, and, divesting itself of every temporary ad-
vantage, becomes a pure and uncontrollable  mischief/'
Clifford by his unjust imprisonment has been broken in mind
and body until even his former love of beauty has turned to
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